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Introduction 
At Queen Elizabeth’s Academy we are ambitious for our students. Our vision for students is that we want 
them to be able to read and understand scholarly articles, broadsheet newspapers and be able to interact 
in debates in the subjects that we teach by the time they leave school. This is why our key stage 3 is the full 
3 years. We want students to have the basic the knowledge they need in all areas before any narrowing of 
the curriculum through option choices at key stage 4 and 5. The curriculum also reflects our Christian ethos 
and vision statement.  
 
Christian values in the curriculum 
Inspired by Luke 10: 29-37 our vision for the curriculum is that all students experience the widest range of 
curriculum for all of the 3 years at key stage 3. This includes a strong focus on the arts, technologies and 
sport as well as academic disciplines in their own right. RE is an option at KS4 and the RE short course is 
part of the core curriculum offer in our current year 10 building on the knowledge and wisdom taught at 
KS3. No qualification at KS4 is inaccessible to any student regardless of prior attainment. Our curriculum is 
for all. The choices we offer at KS4 are guided only to ensure they enable hope, aspiration and fulfilment 
for the student. We value knowledge and respect the scholars of the past to create the community of the 
future.  
 
Knowledge based curriculum 
 
At Queen Elizabeth’s Academy we believe that every child has the right to a knowledge rich curriculum. 
Knowledge is required to understand the world about us and to think critically about things. Every subject 
in the school curriculum is based on a core of knowledge that a student needs to acquire in order to master 
and become fluent in the subject. We can find facts on the internet, but unless we hold information in our 
long-term memory, we cannot think critically about anything. We aim to equip all students with the 
powerful knowledge that they need to complete in the world beyond school to give students powerful 
knowledge. This is knowledge that they wouldn’t ordinary encounter in everyday life. Possessing a growing 
body of knowledge across a wide range of subjects will enable students to question what they may read or 
hear. 
 
How will this look? 

Teachers will be subject knowledge experts and will focus on teaching the knowledge needed to become 

fluent in the subject matter.  These knowledge points will be published in knowledge organisers like the 

ones in the appendix section and given to students in advance, collated in student knowledge folders.  

Homework will be around learning this knowledge.  Students will then be quizzed regularly, during lessons, 

to ensure that the knowledge is transferring into long term memory. 

Students will not be expected to research things themselves or explore answers to problems, they will be 

taught through guided instruction where the teacher tells them the information they need and then they 

have opportunity to apply it, guided by the teacher.   

We know that knowledge needs to then be applied and the skill of expressing the knowledge appropriate 

to the subject needs to be practiced. Students will be expected to write extended pieces of writing where 

appropriate to the curriculum, to continue the extensive skills developed at primary school. 

Knowledge organisers 

They give students the essential content or ‘core knowledge’ that they need in advance for each topic they 

study.  They give parents unprecedented access to that knowledge in a clear format which means that they 

can be significant partners in their child’s learning.  Students organise these in subjects in their knowledge 

folders where they also record and complete weekly homework. 
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The big picture 

We know that curriculum decisions at subject level are important and that there is no one size fits all 

approach that will work. The decisions we make at whole school and department level reflect the needs of 

the community we serve and the changing cohorts of students on entry. Each subject team are experts in 

making the decisions about what we leave out and what we keep in our curriculum along with guidance 

and discussion at SLT level. Subject teams look at the curriculum as a 5 year plan, ensuring that the 

knowledge delivered builds in a logical way creating a schemata appropriate as to whether the subject is 

hierarchical, cumulative or a combination of both.  The national curriculum for each subject area is not only 

covered but greatly exceeded.  

Fine level sequencing 

Teachers will build on ‘core knowledge’ teaching this first and repeatedly coming back to this to alleviate 

the forgetting curve, alongside teaching any threshold concept which may alter the view of any subsequent 

knowledge early on in a topic. All subject areas have medium term plans which carefully consider the order 

of the concepts taught.  

Teachers will give points of reference for core knowledge, creating a hinterland of examples and context 

around the knowledge we see to be important for the subject, in order to help make it stick in students’ 

memories.  

Setting rationale 

Students will be taught in mixed ability groups at KS3 with the exception of a targeted low literacy level 

group based on SATs test, reading ages or CAT scores where needed. This is to ensure the curriculum is fully 

accessible to students with a lower level of literacy on entry and that a targeted intervention programme 

can be tailored to catch students up as quickly as possible. This is reviewed regularly and is specific to each 

cohort of students.  

Teachers will teach to the top and support everyone to achieve. We also do not use GCSE targets in KS3. 

We believe that all students capable of acquiring the knowledge they need and that year 7 to 9 is too early 

for students to feel labelled or given too low an expectation.  

At KS4, in core subjects only, students are set on ability but there is always room for movement at all points 

during the year. No subject choices are cut off due to a pre conceived idea of ability. Low attaining students 

on entry at KS2 can still opt for instance to take GCSE French and we are ambitious for all our students. We 

have also increased the percentage of students entered for the EBACC at KS4 from 16% in 2018 to 60% or 

more in both our current year 10 and 11.  

Literacy 
 
At Queen Elizabeth’s Academy we recognise that literacy is key to pupils accessing the curriculum and 
making progress in all subjects. We are working to close the vocabulary and reading gap. It is also essential 
for their future lives and careers.  
 
Pupils reading ages are assessed on arrival at Queen Elizabeth’s and each subsequent year. Those pupils 
with a standard score of 80 or lower are then further assessed to identify their particular needs. These 
pupils are then withdrawn either individually or in small groups for some lessons or in tutor time to work 
on specific areas.  
 
Reading ages are available to all staff through MintClass and subject teachers use this data to stretch the 
most able readers and support the least able through modelling, worked examples and defining Tier 3 
vocabulary. 
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Star Reader assessments take place five times per academic year and the trends communicated to all staff 
so that they can ensure that our students access the broach and knowledge rich curriculum that we offer at 
QEA. 
 
Reading for pleasure forms part of the Tutor Programme twice each week. All Tutor Groups have planned 
visits to the Library each term during which time they can complete Accelerated Reader quizzes and borrow 
/ renew books. 
 
The SEND team address literacy issues both in terms of targets for pupils as part of their EAPs and on a 
lesson by lesson basis by supporting pupils in lessons.  
 
Homework 
All homework is set in advance for the half term in each subject area with regular weekly checks.  
 
 
 
Roles and Responsibilities 
 
The Principal and School Leadership Team (SLT) will ensure that: 

• The curriculum including what we prioritise, include, leave out and why is regularly discussed and 
debated at every level of the school from support staff to SLT.  

• Use and promote the discussion of curriculum through a shared curriculum language to enable a 
clear debate. (See curriculum language knowledge organiser in appendix) 

• All statutory elements of the curriculum and those subjects which the school chooses to offer have 
aims and objectives which reflect the aims of the school and indicate how the needs of individual 
students will be met. 

• The amount of time to enable effective teaching of the subject is adequate and in line with 
specification requirements where relevant. 

• Where appropriate that individual needs of students are met by permanent or temporary 
disapplication from the National Curriculum. 

• The procedure for assessment meets all legal requirements. 

• Parents/ Carers receive regular information as to how much progress the student are making and 
what is required to help them improve. 

• The LAB is fully involved in decision making processes related to the curriculum including training 
where needed. 

 
Other members of staff will: 

• Ensure the school curriculum is implemented in accordance with this policy. 

• Understand that political issues must be presented to students in a balanced way. 

• Regularly review what is taught, why and the impact this has on students. 

• Ensure they understand and take part in the decisions and discussions about the curriculum, using 
their subject expertise, in their own department area and any aspect relating to other curriculum 
areas where appropriate.  

• Involve the student voice when making decision about curriculum.  
 
The LAB will ensure that: 

• It considers the advice of the Principal and member of SLT when approving the policy and when 
setting targets. 

• Progress towards targets are monitored annually. 

• Parent/ Carers receive reports in the progress of their child in relation to clear expectations. 
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KS3 curriculum  
 
On entry students in year 7 with additional literacy and numeracy requirements have additional small 
group tuition in the identified target areas of need. This is reviewed regularly and continues on into the 
following year(s) if required.  
 

Core EBACC Open 

English (4) 
Maths (3) 
PE (2) 
RE (1) 
Relationships, sex education, 
PSCHE (1) 
 
 

History (2) 
Geography (1) 
French or Spanish (2) 
Science (3) 

Art (1) 
Drama (1) 
Music (1) 
DT (2) 
IT (1) 

 
 
 
 
KS4 curriculum  
Students chose 2 optional subjects to study at GCSE (3 if students are not studying a language.) Options are 
guided with support from careers education and student meetings with a member of SLT and 

parents/carers (see options booklet).  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Pathway Core EBACC Open  

Purple English (5) 
Maths (4) 
Science (4) 
PE (3) 
Tutor (PSCHE) (1) 
RE (2) 

French (2) 
Spanish (1) 
History (2) 
 

Art (2)  
DT (2) 
ICT (1) 
Drama (1) 

Blue English (5) 
Maths (4) 
Science (4) 
PE (3) 
Tutor (PSCHE) (1) 
RE (2) 

French (2) 
History (3) 
 

Art (2) 
DT (2) 
ICT (1) 
Drama (1) 

Green  
 

English (5) 
Maths (5) 
Science (4) 
PE (3) 
Tutor (PSCHE) (1) 
RE (2) 

History (3) 
French (2) or 
additional literacy 
intervention 
 

Art (2) 
DT (2) 
ICT (1) 
Drama (1) 
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A robust curriculum 
At key stage 4 the majority of students continue to study a language to GCSE level (currently over 60%). 
Despite the fact that we know this may negatively affect our overall progress 8 score we believe that the 
benefits of learning a language are so diverse that continued study for the full 5 years was preferential.  
Learning a language broadens students understanding of the world and cultural diversity. An additional 
language means our students can compete with the best in their future careers aspirations and keeps 
opportunities in this curriculum area open to a wider variety of learners. 
 
 
Co-curricular  
 

All curriculum areas have consider what additional opportunities they can include to enrich the curriculum 

experience for students, whether this is visiting local places of worship, volunteer work or extra-curricular 

lunch and after school clubs.  

Due to the pandemic the lunch and after school programme have been adapted to enable student access to 

opportunities within school in year group bubbles. We are continuing to risk assess and follow guidance 

and as a result external trip and speakers have been put on hold.  
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Appendix: 
1. Sample knowledge organiser 
2. Curriculum language 
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